
Periodic sentence!

“And though I have the gift of prophecy, and 
understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; 
and though I have all faith, so that I could 
remove mountains, and have not charity, I am 
nothing.”!

1 Corinthians 13, The King James Bible!



Tricolon (Isocolon)!

“…he must leave unseen the truest, the 
richest and the most unspeakable glories of 
the land.”!

‘The Elk’, Edgar Allan Poe!



Anaphora!

“In time the savage bull sustains the yoke,!
In time all haggard hawks will stoop to lure,!
In time small wedges cleave the hardest oak,!
In time the flint is pierced with softest shower.”!

The Spanish Tragedy, Thomas Kyd!



Antithesis!

“Better to reign in Hell, than to serve in 
Heav’n.”!

Paradise Lost, John Milton!



Hyperbole!

“I was quaking from head to foot, and could 
have hung my hat on my eyes, they stuck out 
so far.”!

Life on the Mississippi, Mark Twain!



Litotes!

“I am not unaware how the productions of the 
Grub Street brotherhood have of late years 
fallen under many prejudices.”!

A Tale of a Tub, Jonathan Swift!



Diacope!

“Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou, 
Romeo?”!

Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare!



Anadiplosis!

“The love of wicked men converts to fear, 
that fear to hate, and hate turns one or both 
to worthy danger and deserved death.”!

Richard II, William Shakespeare!



Simile!

“Hard and sharp as flint, from which no steel 
had ever struck out generous fire; secret, and 
self-contained, and solitary as an oyster.”!

A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens!



Metaphor!

“Advertising is the rattling of a stick inside a 
swill-bucket.”!

Keep the Aspidistra Flying, George Orwell!



Extended metaphor!

“All the world’s a stage,!
And all the men and women merely players;!
They have their exits and their entrances;!
And one man in his time plays many parts,”!

As You Like It, William Shakespeare!



Personification!

“It was the early afternoon of a sunshiny day 
with little winds playing hide-and-seek in it.”!

‘How Pearl Button Was Kidnapped’, 
Katherine Mansfield!



Pathetic fallacy!

“Violent blasts of rain had accompanied 
these rages of wind, and the day just closed 
as I sat down to read had been the worst of 
all. ”!

Great Expectations, Charles Dickens!



Oxymoron!

“The shackles of an old love straiten’d him.!
His honour rooted in dishonour stood.!
And faith unfaithful kept him falsely true. ”!

‘Lancelot and Elaine’, Alfred Tennyson!



Allusion!

“Sylvan historian, who canst thus express!
A flowery tale more sweetly than our rhyme:!
What leaf-fringed legend haunts about thy shape!
Of deities or mortals, or of both,!
In Tempe or the dales of Arcady?”!!

‘Ode on a Grecian Urn’, John Keats!



Rhetorical question!

? 
“If you prick us, do we not bleed?!
If you tickle us, do we not laugh?!
If you poison us, do we not die?!
And if you wrong us, shall we not revenge?”!
The Merchant of Venice, William Shakespeare!



Emotive language!

“I never liked long walks, especially on chilly 
afternoons: dreadful to me was the coming 
home in the raw twilight, with nipped fingers 
and toes, and a heart saddened by the 
chidings of Bessie, the nurse,”!

Jane Eyre, Charlotte Brontë!



Congeries!

“He was the Brains of Blandings, the man at 
the switch, the person in charge, and the 
pilot, so to speak, who weathered the storm.”!

Leave it to Psmith, P.G. Wodehouse!


